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Places of exclusion through the lens of the Excluded
– an example of transfer⁈
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Due to the expansion of the inclusive education movement around the world, diversity is (again) coming into
the spotlight. Based on the notion of equitable education as a fundamental right, inclusion in education policy
is triggered by discussions about immigration caused by political conflicts (IOM, 2019), and the demand for
adapted education for children with disabilities within a general educational setting (UN, 2006). An inclusive
education philosophy advocates for holistic development and enhances children’s opportunities to achieve
educational goals. As with all other subjects taught in schools, physical education (PE) must also answer the
question of how to address students’ diversity or in other words, how to be as inclusive as possible. However,
recent research highlights tensions between the educative/inclusive and physical dimensions of PE (Miha-
jlovic, 2019; Giese & Ruin, 2018).
Typically, these tensions appear in the conceptualization of performance and assessment. Addressing eq-
uitability and performance diversity marks one of the fundamental challenges of pedagogical practice and
educational research and is controversially discussed in the context of education, inclusive PE (Giese & Meier,
2022) and sports pedagogy (Hay & Penney, 2012). Especially in the field of sports, so-called performance nar-
ratives are predominant and interwoven into basic assumptions of sports pedagogy. From an ableism-critical
perspective, such basic assumptions can foster exclusion and systematically prevent the recognition of per-
formance diversity. Adopting the perspective of Disability Studies and its critique of ableism, we unravel the
ways in which performance and assessment emerge in two recently discussed approaches in sports pedagogy
(cognitive activation, standardized curricula).
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